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NOTE: The pages in this book are ordered from right to left. This means that to view the pages in
order, you should go the last page of the document and read what would be from “back-to-front”
for a Western manuscript.

This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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triangular cornerpieces. They are decorated with floral
motifs and cloud scrolls.

fol. 1b:
Title: Incipit page with illuminated headpiece
Form: Incipit; headpiece
Label: The codex opens with this decorated incipit page
with an illuminated rectangular headpiece. The page
has five inner panels of text executed in the following
scripts: muhaqqaq (gold), naskh (black), and thuluth
(blue).

fol. 5b:

Title: Incipit page with illuminated headpiece

Form: Incipit

Label: The poem begins on this illuminated page. The
central panel is framed by decorated margins and a
domed headpiece. The text itself is divided into four
panels executed in naskh (black) and thuluth (gold and
blue) scripts.

fol. 23a:
Title: [lluminated explicit page with colophon
Form: Explicit; colophon
Label: This is the final illuminated page in the codex.
The last panel contains the colophon, written in riga’
script, giving the name of the scribe as Habib Allah ibn
Diist Muhammad al-Khwarizmi.

Provenance Two erased large seals (fol. 1a)
Acquisition Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest
Binding The binding is not original.

Probably dates to the later twelfth century AH / eighteenth
CE, contemporary with the inlaid margins; red goatskin (with
flap); central lobed oval with pendants and cornerpieces;
doublures of black leather with central lobed oval and
pendants brushed with gold

Bibliography Brockelmann, Carl. Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur
(New York; Koln: E.J. Brill, 1996), 1: 308; S1: 467.
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Transliteration: mashaqahu al-‘abd al-mudhnib /1/ al-raji
ild rahmat rabbih al-ghani /2/ Habib Allah ibn Diist
Muhammad /3/ al-Khwarizm1 ghafara dhuniibahuma /4/ wa-
satara ‘uylibahuma bi-hurmat al-nabi /5/ wa-<a>lih wa-
sahbih wa-sallama h (= intaha) /6/

Comment: Written in riqa’ script giving the name of the
scribe as Habib Allah ibn Diist Muhammad al-Khwarizmi

Support material ~ Paper

Cream glazed paper for main panels; multi-colored paper for
inlaid margins

Extent Foliation: 11+23+ii
Collation Catchwords: Written on versos
Dimensions 16.5 cm wide by 25.5 cm high

Written surface 6.5 cm wide by 13.0 cm high

L ayout Columns: 1
Ruled lines: 9
Text laid out in five panels inscribed in different scripts and
in red, blue, black, and gold

Contents fols. 1b - 23b:
Title: Qasidat al-burdah
Incipit:

o Sonil) o Eelit! o oo pledl Add]

Hand note: Written in polychrome vocalized text using
the following scripts: thuluth, naskh, and muhaqqgaq for
the main text, riga“ for the colophon
Decoration note: Margins decorated with floral and
geometrical designs, the latter in the form of stamp-like
pendants

Decor ation Upper board outside:
Title: Binding
Form: Binding
Label: This dark brown leather binding has a narrow
central panel with oval and pendants, as well as
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.582
Descriptive Title  Poem in honor of the Prophet Muhammad

Text title Qasidat al-burdah
Vernacular:
33yl s
Note: Also known as al-Kawakib al-durriyah fi madh khayr
al-bariyah; text of the poem begins on fol. 5b

Author Authority name: al-Biisiri (d. 694 AH / 1294 CE)
As-written name: Sharaf al-Din Muhammad ibn Sa‘id al-
Bistr1

Name, in vernacular:
oo lmw ) dasa ] L850

Abstract This is an illuminated copy of the famous poem in honor
of the Prophet Muhammad, popularly known as Qasidat al-
burdah (Poem of the mantle), composed by Sharaf al-Din
Muhammad al-BusirT (d. 694 AH / 1294 CE). The text was
written in a variety of scripts in the eleventh century AH /
seventeenth CE. According to the colophon, written in riga“
script, it was executed by Habib Allah ibn Daist Muhammad
al-Khwarizmi. The text of the poem begins on fol. 5b. Each
page has borders of various colors with illuminated floral
and geometric motifs. The borders and brown leather binding
date to the twelfth century AH / eighteenth CE.

Date 11th century AH / 17th CE

Origin Iran (or Turkey?)

Scribe As-written name: Habib Allah ibn Diast Muhammad al-
Khuwarizmi

Name, in vernacular:
g;‘fvlﬁ'ﬁl Aoseo Eawgd Al s

Form Book

Genre Literary -- Poetry

L anguage The primary language in this manuscript is Arabic.
Colophon 23a:
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities,
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department
of Manuscripts.
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